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pcl blues 
Steve Strongman 
Jan 21 & 22, 2022

td amplify cabaret 
Two Doors: Dispatches 
from the In-Between 

Nov 20, 2021 
 
pcl blues  
GA-20  
Nov 26 & 27, 2021

bd&p world stage 
Timmy’s Happy  
Christmas, 1974 
Dec 10, 2021

© GA-20

BY PHONE: 
403-294-9494

ONLINE: 
artscommons.ca

IN PERSON AT  
OUR BOX OFFICE: 
205 8th Avenue SE 
Mon–Sat: 10am–6pm 
Sun & Holidays:  
Closed

Get your tickets today! On the cover: YAMATO might as well 
appear next to "powerhouse" in the 
dictionary. Returning to Calgary by 
popular demand, these Japanese 
drummers always send their 
audiences home buzzing. 
Learn more on pg.4
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national geographic live 
Joel Sartore: 
Building the Photo Ark 
Feb 6 & 7, 2022
 
bd&p world stage 
YAMATO — The 
Drummers of Japan: 
Tenmei 
Feb 17, 2022
 
classic albums live 
Led Zeppelin: 
Led Zeppelin I 
Feb 25, 2022
 
td amplify cabaret 

Feb 26, 2022
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22

© Eliza Wiley



td jazz 
Jazz at Lincoln Center: 
Songs We Love 
Mar 3, 2022 
 
bd&p world stage 

Battle of Santiago 
Mar 10, 2022
 
national geographic live 
Kara Cooney: 
When Women Ruled 
the World 
Mar 13 & 14, 2022
 
pcl blues  
James “Blood” Ulmer 
Mar 18 & 19, 2022
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bd&p world stage 
An Evening with 
Lea Salonga 
Apr 8, 2022
 
national geographic live 
Rae Wynn-Grant: 
The Secret Lives of Bears 
Apr 10 & 11, 2022
 
classic albums live 
The Beatles:  
Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely 
Hearts Club Band  
Apr 16, 2022
 
pcl blues  
Sue Foley 
Apr 22 & 23, 2022
 
td jazz 
Canadian National 
Jazz Orchestra: 
Premiere Performance 
Apr 28, 2022
 
td amplify cabaret 
Apr 30, 2022

APR
bd&p world stage 

Meow Meow 
May 5, 2022
 
national geographic live  
Brian Skerry:  
Secrets of the Whales 
May 15 & 16, 2022
 
td jazz 
Pink Martini 
featuring China Forbes 
May 19, 2022
 
classic albums live 
Eagles: 
Hotel California  
May 26, 2022
 
pcl blues 
Crystal Shawanda 
May 27 & 28, 2022

MAY

td amplify cabaret 
Jun 4, 2022 
 
special presentation 

Ólafur Arnalds 
Jun 6, 2022
 
td jazz  
SuperBlue: Kurt Elling  
featuring Charlie Hunter 
Jun 23, 2022

JUN

20
22
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© Brian Skerry



Learn about our COVID-19 
health and safety measures at 

artscommons.ca/healthandsafety
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WELCOME

Whether you’re a longtime attendee of Arts Commons Presents or you’ve  
never stepped foot inside our building – hello. It’s so nice to speak with 
you. We can’t tell you how excited we are to welcome audiences back 
to Arts Commons Presents. We know it's been hard for everyone, so we 
made sure our 2021-22 season is a real treat! We have Japanese drums, 
a Disney princess, blues royalty, and a history-making jazz orchestra.  
And that's just the start. Read through to see what else we have in store. 

But as we reopen our doors, your health and safety remain our top 
priority. Our new hospital-grade MERV-15A (as of Jan 2022) air filters 
trap everything from dust to bacteria and virus cells, ensuring the air  
in Arts Commons leaves cleaner than when it came in. We have doubled 
down on sanitizing all high traffic surfaces and require masks inside.  
And our mandatory vaccination policy keeps everyone within our walls 
as safe and healthy as possible. Precautions may change throughout 
the season, so you can find the most up-to-date details by visiting 
artscommons.ca/healthandsafety.

Thank you again for taking a look at what we have coming up in the  
2021-22 season of Arts Commons Presents. Now that the world is 
opening up outside your home – we look forward to seeing you in ours! 

   
    

    Jennifer Johnson, 
    Vice President, Programming 
    Arts Commons 

You there! Yes, you! 



  

All images © Will Young
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2021-22 
SEASON

Live shows, cheering audiences, stunning venues. It doesn't get  any better!



Title Sponsor

Public Sector Support

Supporting Sponsors

Media Sponsors

VIP Reception Sponsor
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bd&p world stage

Timmy's Happy 
Christmas, 1974
FRI, DECEMBER 10, 2021

Tim Tamashiro and Arts Commons Presents 
invite you to revisit a time when the holidays 
meant TV specials, tinsel, and classic carols on 
your AM radio.

The year is 1974 and the Sears Wish Book has just 
landed on the front step of nine-year-old “Little 
Timmy’s” house, kicking off his annual Christmas 
list-making and the countdown to the big day.

A nostalgic journey through Christmases past, 
join Tim Tamashiro for an evening of music, 
storytelling, and childlike anticipation of what's 
under the tree from one of Calgary’s most 
beloved radio voices.

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall  
Concert 7:30pm 
Tickets start at $49
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Thank you to  
our BD&P World  
Stage Sponsors!
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bd&p world stage

YAMATO -  
The Drummers 
of Japan
Tenmei
THURS, FEBRUARY 17, 2022

Pulse-racing, energizing, and relentlessly powerful, 
YAMATO – The Drummers of Japan combines the 
precision of traditional Wadaiko drumming with 
world-class theatrical showmanship. Experience 
the kinetic athleticism of these masterful performers 
and their new show, Tenmei, that showcases the 
vivid colour, storytelling, and energy of YAMATO - 
Drummers of Japan.

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall  
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm 
Tickets start at $39
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bd&p world stage

Battle of  
Santiago
THURS, MARCH 10, 2022

JUNO-nominated Battle of Santiago is a 
powerhouse group that combines ancient  
Afro-Cuban rhythms and vocals with a distinctly 
Canadian post-rock spirit. Known for the driving 
beat of their twin kit drums, Battle of Santiago’s 
sound transitions from hypnotic to classic rock 
– and when the tenor sax, prog-style guitar, and 
haunting vocals kick in, you have a completely 
unique musical recipe for fun.

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm 
Tickets start at $39

THIS TORONTO COLLECTIVE 

CONJURES UP A DISTINCTIVE 

HYBRID OF AFROBEAT, 

SALSA AND FUNK. 

~ Neil Spencer - The Guardian, UK
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LEA SALONGA HAS A 

MUSICAL RÉSUMÉ THAT 

CAN BE SUMMED UP IN 

ONE WORD: WOW. 

~The San Diego Tribune

bd&p world stage

An Evening 
with Lea 
Salonga 
FRI, APRIL 8, 2022

Back by popular demand, Lea Salonga 
returns to Calgary for a one-night-only 
performance of her best-loved songs. 
Whether you know her as a Philippines pop 
idol, a Disney princess, or a Tony Award-
winning Broadway star, Lea Salonga’s 
career proves she has the star power to 
do it all! 

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm 
Tickets starting at $39



© Harmony Nicholas
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bd&p world stage

Meow Meow 
THURS, MAY 5, 2022

Meow Meow’s “kamikaze cabaret” is a 
perfectly polished spectacle of a show 
gone wrong, in all the right ways. Labelled 
“One of the Top Performers of the Year” 
by The New Yorker, Meow Meow has 
been described as a rare combination of 
“devilishly funny” with “heavenly vocal 
cords” that makes for a sensational 
concert experience. With Meow Meow at 
the mic, you’ll be wondering, “What could 
possibly happen next?” 

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm 
Tickets starting at $39

THE CHANTEUSE 

BRILLIANTLY EMBODIES  

A NEW KIND OF 

PERFORMANCE ART.   

~The New Yorker
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Aussie chanteuse and whirlwind comedic force 
Meow Meow has done it all, from crowd-surfing 

and costume malfunctions (on purpose of 
course) to performing Shakespeare at the Globe 

Theatre. She’s a woman of talent and charisma 
who can make you laugh just as easily as gawp 

when she pulls out that high C. According to the 
Telegraph, "There is, in fact, nothing that this 

woman cannot do." After you see her performance, 
you might be inclined to agree.

Self-labelling as post postmodernist, Meow Meow 
delights in the unexpected and revels in catching 

her audience off guard. She’ll interrupt her 
own performance to pull a viewer onstage 

or narrowly miss disaster in a moment of 
carefully choreographed calamity – all to share a 

moment of laughter with her audience. It’s more 
than a concert, and it’s more than a sketch, rather, 

it is a delightful and unique combination of both. 

“The brain doesn’t work in a linear way,” says 
Meow Meow. “So the kinds of performances I do are 

in a way more true to the way the brain functions 
because I may be singing at the same time as I’m 

dancing — or I’m thinking politically and then I 
realise I’ve got a great pair of shoes on. I really try to 

assault the senses in as many ways as I can. Because 
I think if we pretend that we’ve got something figured 

out— we haven’t. I think through comedy, you can 
obviously get to greater tragedy.”

If you haven’t seen a Meow Meow performance, 
you’re in for a rare treat and as much as you might 

want to prepare yourself for the unexpected, the 
surprise is half the fun! 

Intrigued? 
Scan to see more 
Meow Meow

The most talented woman in Australia?
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Becoming a member of 
Founders Circle is one 
of the most rewarding 
ways to support the 
Arts Commons ecosystem. 
 
As a member, you help us create a home 
where audiences, artists, and organizations 
can experience excellence on stage and 
behind the scenes: in our many programs 
for children, teachers, and aspiring artists; 
for the companies who call Arts Commons 
home; and to the hundreds of community-
based organizations that depend on our 
support and facilities. Your gift of membership 
is vital to our mission and our collective 
success, making world-class arts and culture 
experiences accessible to all Calgarians! 

“EVERY YEAR WE LOOK FORWARD 

TO MORE WONDERFUL TIMES AS 

PART OF FOUNDERS CIRCLE AND 

BEING ABLE TO SUPPORT ALL OF THESE 

AWESOME SHOWS THAT WE ARE SO 

FORTUNATE TO GET IN CALGARY.” 

~Leigh-Ann Duke & Rob Nipp, 
Benefactors

Founders Circle is made possible 
with the generous support of 
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“FOUNDERS CIRCLE 

BRINGS PEOPLE TOGETHER 

TO SHARE SOMETHING 

GRAND. IT’S LIKE A FAMILY. 

WE’RE ALL DIFFERENT,  

BUT WE GET TOGETHER 

THROUGH GIVING AND THE 

JOB OF BEING A PART OF 

SOMETHING BIGGER THAN 

OURSELVES — THE ARTS. 
~Maureen Williams, 

Founder - Gold Tier

Ticket sales, venue rentals, 
and other earned income only 

cover 63% of our operating 
budget. Your membership in 

Founders Circle will help us raise 
$4 million from the community 

so we can bring you arts 
experiences that create lasting 

memories, offer inspired learning 
opportunities, and invest in 

artists whose mission, like ours,  
is to bring the arts to life.

Join the Circle!
403-294-7497



®The TD logo and other trade-marks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank.        M05622

TD is proud to be an instrument of change by supporting 
TD Jazz through The Ready Commitment.

Music is where we all belong.
Visit TDMusic.com to learn more.

It’s a saxophone. 
And it’s a way 
to connect us 
through music.



Vibrant communities
are key to a healthy society.
Keyera is proud to support Arts Commons and its 
efforts to ignite imagination in our community.
www.keyera.com
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td jazz 

Jazz at 
Lincoln Center 
Songs We Love
THURS, MARCH 3, 2022

The Jazz at Lincoln Center ensemble performs 
Songs We Love, a celebration of the inception 
of jazz music in the United States. Featuring 
songs from legendary jazz greats Ma Rainey, 
Billie Holiday, Ella Fitzgerald, Frank Sinatra, 
and Judy Garland, Songs We Love is an 
evening for the quintessential jazz aficionado.

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall  
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm 
Tickets start at $39

Title Sponsor

Supporting Sponsor

VIP Reception 
Sponsor

Thank you to our  
TD Jazz Sponsors!
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td jazz

Canadian 
National Jazz 
Orchestra 
Premiere Performance
THURS, APRIL 28, 2022

What is the sound of Canadian jazz? We're 
about to find out. Thanks to our beautiful 
but very, very large landscape, local jazz 
scenes have been historically isolated. But 
this spring, because of a groundbreaking 
partnership between Arts Commons 
Presents and JazzYYC, the first Canadian 
National Jazz Orchestra will unite musicians 
from across the country on the Jack Singer 
Concert Hall stage.

Guided by artistic director and JUNO 
Award winner Christine Jensen and the 
theme "Stories of Canada," the orchestra 
will perform original works composed by 
a roster of top Canadian jazz composers: 
Brian Dickinson, Darcy James Argue, 
Derrick Gardiner, Marianne Trudel, Phillipe 
Côté, and Jaelem Bhate. It's Calgary meets 
Montreal meets Edmonton meets Vancouver 
meets Toronto to prove once and for all that 
nowhere tops Canadian jazz.

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall  
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm 
Tickets start at $39



© Chris Hornbecker
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td jazz

Pink Martini 
featuring China Forbes
THURS, MAY 19, 2022

It’s an unlikely combination: one band, one 
concert, 25 languages sung in a style that 
defies genre and classification. What is it? 
A band called Pink Martini, founded by 
Thomas Lauderdale in Portland, Oregon 
over 25 years ago, that has been delighting 
audiences around the world ever since.

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall  
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm 
Tickets start at $39



“SINCE THE MID-1990S, NO SINGER IN 

JAZZ HAS BEEN AS DARING, DYNAMIC 

OR INTERESTING AS KURT ELLING. 

WITH HIS SOARING VOCAL FLIGHTS, 

HIS EDGY LYRICS AND SENSE OF 

BEING ON A MUSICAL MISSION, 

HE HAS COME TO EMBODY THE 

CREATIVE SPIRIT IN JAZZ.”  

~ The New York Times

“
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td jazz 

SuperBlue  
Kurt Elling featuring 
Charlie Hunter
THURS, JUNE 23, 2022

Referred to as “the standout male jazz vocalist 
of our time” by The New York Times and “a kind 
of Sinatra with superpowers” by The Guardian, 
GRAMMY Award-winning Kurt Elling is one of 
the world’s most prominent jazz vocalists. He’s 
joined by another legend of the genre, guitarist 
Charlie Hunter, in the unmissalble SuperBlue,  
a foray into full-on funk.

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm 
Tickets start at $39



A virtual front-row seat. We didn’t travel 
across the globe. Or explore hidden 
ecosystems. Or bring back incredible 
visuals of the natural world that we 
call home. But as a proud sponsor of 
the National Geographic Live series, 
presented by Arts Commons, we’re 
championing the arts and continuing the 
conversation about sustainability and 
climate change. When the energy you 
invest in life meets the energy we fuel 
it with, the magic of discovery happens.
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TD Amplify Cabaret, 
Title Sponsor

Public Sector Support

TD Amplify 
Cabarets
If you know, you know. Venture down 
to the Engineered Air Theatre for the 
uncategorizable, underground hit 
series from Arts Commons Presents,  
the TD Amplify Cabarets. Now in its 
fourth season, this collection of 
cabarets will once again feature local 
artists in conversation with our most 
urgent social issues through the form 
of live performance. 

The 2021-22 season of TD Amplify 
Cabarets are curated by Calgary cultural 
icons Jae Sterling and Contra. Each of 
the four cabarets will be performed twice 
in one evening – at 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. – 
live and in-person on the Engineered Air 
Theatre stage. 
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Two Doors 

Dispatches from 
the In-Between 
SAT, NOVEMBER 20, 2021

The world has felt suspended, inert. We’ve 
entered one door but haven't yet exited 
another.  This place is uncomfortable, 
stressful, but also liberating - and artists 
are embracing this liminal world and 
welcome audiences to join them. Focusing 
on themes of transformation, transitory 
spaces and the unknown, the Two Doors: 
Dispatches from the In-Between cabaret 
explores where we are when we’re neither 
here nor there, and what pathway can 
lead us over the threshold to the world 
waiting on the other side.  
 
Arts Commons, Engineered Air Theatre 
7pm & 10pm 
Tickets $15 
  

SAVE 

THE 

DATES

Sat, June 4, 2022
Sat, April 30, 2022
Sat, February 26, 2022

THIS SEASON'S 
CABARETS



Supporting youth and education is a vital part of 
ConocoPhillips’ contribution to communities 
where we operate, for today and for the future. 
That’s why we support Arts Commons’ e�orts to 
bring arts and culture to students and teachers.

Helping to Create 
Well-Rounded Citizens

© ConocoPhillips Company 2019. All rights reserved.

www.conocophillips.ca
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ÓLAFUR 
ARNALDS
some kind of peace
MON, JUNE 6, 2022

Ólafur Arnalds and his band put on a 
spellbinding performance that blends 
the past, present and future of music. 
Haunting, and often intensely emotional, 
Ólafur’s shows are an exercise in intimacy 
between the artist and the audience — and 
a space to share their vulnerability.

Following the release of his monumental 
new album some kind of peace, Ólafur 
Arnalds’ latest tour features his signature 
string quartet, a live percussionist and 
Ólafur’s arsenal of pianos and synthesizers. 
His ground-breaking, self-playing Stratus 
pianos will be along for the ride — creating 
unexpected harmonies and surprising 
melodies that make every performance 
unique. Join Arts Commons Presents for 
this special presentation in the magnificent 
Jack Singer Concert Hall.

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall  
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm 
Tickets start at $39

SPECIAL 
PRESENTATION

HEAR ÓLAFUR 
FOR YOURSELF.  

Scan here



Thank you to  
our PCL Blues 
Sponsors!

Public Sector Support

Title Sponsor
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pcl blues

GA-20
FRI/SAT 
NOVEMBER 26 & 27, 2021

Meet the fresh faces of old-school blues. 
GA-20 set out to make the music they 
weren’t hearing – a contemporary spin 
on icons like Lazy Lester, J.B. Lenoir, and 
Earl Hooker. And with their newest album, 
Try It...You Might Like It! GA-20 hit #1 
on the Billboard Charts for Blues. These 
unstoppable players are now set to blow 
unsuspecting Calgary blues lovers away. 

Arts Commons, Engineered Air Theatre  
Concert 8pm 
Tickets $46

Media Sponsor
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pcl blues

Steve 
Strongman
FRI/SAT 
JANUARY 21 & 22, 2022

JUNO and multi-Maple Blues Award 
winner Steve Strongman has been 
delighting audiences around the globe 
with his swampy swagger, smooth 
ballads, and driving rhythmic chuggers for 
decades. Bringing his stellar solo acoustic 
style, Strongman is a triple-threat guitar-
slinger, songwriter, and vocalist. He has 
proven his mettle both on the road and 
with his seven acclaimed albums – with an 
eighth on the horizon. Join Arts Commons 
Presents to celebrate Canadian blues in 
the Engineered Air Theatre this January.

Arts Commons, Engineered Air Theatre 
Concert 8pm 
Tickets $46



© Matylda Sek
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pcl blues

James 
"Blood" Ulmer
FRI/SAT,  
MARCH 18 & 19, 2022

Free funk, jazz, and blues 
artist James "Blood" Ulmer has been 
called “a guitar god” and “the most original 
guitarist since Jimi Hendrix and Wes 
Montgomery.” Returning to Calgary for the 
first time since his sold-out appearance in 
2006, James "Blood" Ulmer will show us why 
he’s a living legend of blues. 

Arts Commons, Engineered Air Theatre 
Concert 8pm 
Tickets $46
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“GUITAR GODS DON’T COME 

MUCH MORE SAGE-LIKE, 

SUBVERSIVE, AND UTTERLY 

DISTINCTIVE THAN JAMES 

'BLOOD ULMER'… EXPECT 

THE UNEXPECTED FROM 

THIS IDIOSYNCRATIC 

LIVING LEGEND." 

~Chicago Reader

“
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pcl blues

Sue Foley
FRI/SAT, 
APRIL 22 & 23, 2022

JUNO and multi-Maple Blues Award-
winning guitarist Sue Foley is as red-hot 
as they come, shredding the blues scene 
north and south of the border for the past 
25 years. Her latest album, Ice Queen, is 
an affectionate reference to her Canadian 
heritage rather than her cool personality. 
Her most exceptional quality? Matchless 
guitar skills that takes blues rock to the 
next level. 

Arts Commons, Engineered Air Theatre 
Concert 8pm 
Tickets $46
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pcl blues

Crystal 
Shawanda
FRI/SAT, 
MAY 27 & 28, 2022

With six albums under her belt, 
Crystal Shawanda has defined her gritty, 
soulful sound with a north meets south 
sensibility, capturing the resilience of 
the human spirit in her heart-wrenching 
lyrics and deep, grounded vocals. 
Lauded by critics and fans alike, Rock 
and Blues Muse magazine said of 
Crystal, “This is one fiery, exhilarating 
singer who digs deep." 

Arts Commons, Engineered Air Theatre 
Concert 8pm 
Tickets start at $46

"POWERHOUSE BLUES 

VOCALIST, DEEPLY SOULFUL 

SINGER-SONGWRITER... THIS 

IS ONE FIERY, EXHILARATING 

SINGER WHO DIGS DEEP."  

~Rock and Blues Muse



20
21–22 S

E
A

S
O

N

26

Proving Them Wrong – Crystal Shawanda 

It was Crystal’s oldest brother who introduced her to 
the blues. Sitting in the basement of their home on the 

Wikwemikong reserve on Manitoulin Island in Ontario, 
he would crank Muddy Waters, B.B. King, and Etta James 

so that the soulful sounds of the blues legends would  
vibrate up the vents and hum through the floors. For 

Crystal,the blues was more than music, it was about 
catharsis and healing.  

When she turned twelve, her truck driver father started a 
ritual of taking her with him to Nashville, and by 13 years 

old, she’d recorded her first album in the iconic homeland 
of country music. It was during a chance meeting with a 

well-respected music executive shortly after that Crystal 
was told, “I just don’t know if Native Americans make sense 

in country music. I don’t know if fans would be receptive 
and I wouldn’t even know how to market you.” 

The critique was a massive blow to Crystal’s dream. But after 
she moved back home, abandoning her hopes of becoming 

a blues musician, she realized what was bothering her. “If 
I was out of tune, I could take voice lessons. If my song was 

bad, I could write another. But I couldn’t change the colour 
of my skin.” She returned to Nashville with the mission to 

prove him wrong.  

Her seventh album, Church House Blues released in 2020, 
won Crystal her first JUNO Award for Blues Album of the 

Year, making her the first Indigenous person to win the 
category.  And she’s just getting started. 

"I don't want us to be invisible. I want our voices to be heard 
because we're speaking up for those children who don't have 

any voices," she said. 

Don't miss your chance to meet this rising star of Canadian 
blues on Friday, May 27 and Saturday, May 28 in the intimate 

Engineered Air Theatre at Arts Commons.

"POWERHOUSE BLUES 

VOCALIST, DEEPLY SOULFUL 

SINGER-SONGWRITER... THIS 

IS ONE FIERY, EXHILARATING 

SINGER WHO DIGS DEEP."  

~Rock and Blues Muse

“



Public Sector Support

VIP Reception Sponsor

Thank you to  
our Classic Albums Live 
Sponsors!

Media Sponsor
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“I LOVE THIS RECORD. I LOVE 

WHAT IT MEANS SONICALLY 

AND HISTORICALLY. THIS IS 

THE RECORD THAT CHANGED 

GUITAR ROCK FOREVER.”  

– Craig Martin, founder of 
Classic Albums Live   

“
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classic albums live

Led Zeppelin  
Led Zeppelin I
FRI, FEBRUARY 25, 2022

Led Zeppelin took the rock & roll made 
popular by The Beatles and infused the genre 
with an edge that influenced generations of 
hard rock and heavy metal musicians. From 
Robert Plant's classic howl on Babe I’m Gonna 
Leave You to Jimmy Page’s ecstatic guitar 
on Communication Breakdown, it was unlike 
anything that had ever come before.   

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall  
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm 
Tickets start at $39

classic albums live

The Beatles 
Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely 
Hearts Club Band
SAT, APRIL 16, 2022

A masterpiece that pushed recording 
technology to the limit, The Beatles' eighth 
studio album was a groundbreaking 
achievement in modern music. The fictional 
Sgt. Pepper band became their alter ego 
and gave them the freedom to experiment 
musically, resulting in the number one 
position in Rolling Stone’s list of the 500 
Greatest Albums of All Time. Lean into Lucy in 
the Sky with Diamonds after the band gets by 
With a Little Help From My Friends in the four-
time GRAMMY-winning album that helped 
The Beatles define rock music as art.

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm 
Tickets start at $39
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classic albums live

Eagles
Hotel California 
THURS, MAY 26, 2022

Choc-a-bloc full of chart topping hits, Hotel 
California is one of the best-selling albums 
of all time. Conceptualized as a dark and 
dystopic microcosm of the United States, it 
contains some of the most singable tracks 
(and air guitar-playable riffs) ever recorded, 
and firmly moved the Eagles out of country 
music and into the classic rock history books.

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm 
Tickets start at $39
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NOW OPEN!

All roads lead  
to Calgary Arts.

alsaroad.com

Tour our new website!

artscommons.ca

C l i c k  |  B r o w s e  |  L e a r n  |  E n g a g e

Please visit cravingsmarketrestaurant.com for cafe hours
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 Coming next summer to a 
neighbourhood near you!

 
In 2021, the second season of ArtsXpeditions brought 

over 70 pop-up concerts and performances from 
129 different artists across Calgary – including parks, 

playgrounds, urban squares, care homes, and residential 
schoolyards in all four city quadrants.

From folk, salsa, pop, and electronica, to drag queens for 
kids and queer cowboys, ArtsXpeditions demonstrated 

the incredible spectrum of talent from our local artists. 
Plus, it brightened the days of so many Calgarians with 

an extra dose of good vibes, warm temperatures, and 
groovy tunes.  

ArtsXpeditions will be back in 2022! And who knows 
what we’ll have in store. So keep your eyes and ears 

 open for an outdoor artistic surprise, and visit 
 artscommons.ca/artsx to see where we’re  

popping up next! 

©
 Kiani Evans
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national geographic live

Joel Sartore
Building the 
Photo Ark
SUN/MON 
FEBRUARY 6 & 7, 2022

National Geographic photographer  
Joel Sartore is on a mission to capture 
portraits of every single endangered species 
of the world before they disappear. With 
ingenuity, wit, and a serious Midwestern work 
ethic, Sartore has created the Photo Ark  
Project, the largest archive of its kind with 
more than 11,000 images and counting. 
Hear about his comical mishaps, endearing 
encounters, and inspiring triumphs while 
documenting a world worth saving.

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Sunday 2pm / Monday 7pm 
Tickets start at $32
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national geographic live

Kara Cooney 
When Women  
Ruled the World
SUN/MON  
MAR 13 & 14, 2022

Throughout history, powerful women 
have been called many things—witches, 
regents, seductresses. But there was a 
time in the ancient world when at least 
one was called “King.” Join Dr. Kara 
Cooney, professor of Egyptian Art and 
Architecture, and learn about some 
strong female leaders whose gender 
compromised their power from the start.

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Sunday 2pm / Monday 7pm 
Tickets start at $32

“I REALLY WANT TO SHARE WITH 

THE WORLD WHAT BIODIVERSITY 

LOOKS LIKE AT THIS POINT IN 

TIME, WHILE WE STILL HAVE MOST 

OF WHAT WE ARRIVED HERE WITH 

THROUGH EVOLUTIONARY TIME. IT 

ALL MATTERS, AND THE SMALL STUFF, 

I WOULD ARGUE, MATTERS THE MOST.”  

~Joel Sartore

“
©

 Joel Sartore

© Jodi Cobb



© Tsalani Lassiter

© Evan Thornton
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national geographic live

Rae 
Wynn-Grant
The Secret Lives 
of Bears
SUN/MON 
APRIL 10 & 11, 2022

Rae Wynn-Grant has dedicated her life to 
ecological research, conservation, and the 
protection of iconic wildlife populations, 
including North American black and grizzly 
bears. When the wilds of their habitat are 
intersected by roads, fences, and ranches, 
how can bears and humans coexist 
peacefully? Dr. Wynn-Grant intends 
to find the answer.

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Sunday 2pm / Monday 7pm 
Tickets start at $32



The Bear-necessities of Rae Wynn-Grant
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national geographic live

Brian 
Skerry
Secrets of the Whales
SUN/MON 
MAY 14 & 15, 2022

Discover the international cuisine of orca 
pods and sperm whales. Explore the 
culture of singing competitions among 
humpback whales and meet charming 
beluga whales in their journey each 
summer to their “vacation resort.” Through 
Brian Skerry’s groundbreaking work, the 
world has a far deeper understanding 
of these majestic creatures and their 
complex relationships, and we’re just 
scratching the surface in what they can 
teach us about ourselves and our planet.

Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Sunday 2pm / Monday 7pm 
Tickets start at $32

©
 B

rian Skerry

 
National Geographic Explorer and large 
carnivore expert Rae Wynn-Grant has worked 
with large carnivores her entire career, first 
with lions in Africa, and now with grizzly and 
black bears in North America. 

Raised in the urban centre of San Francisco, 
she didn’t grow up learning to build a campfire 
or catch a fish. Fortunately for Rae, a childhood 
exploring the back country wasn’t something 
she needed as a prerequisite for falling deeply 
in love with the natural world, plus, she’s a 
quick study. 

“I became inspired to study bears as a child, 
but I didn’t have my first experience in the 
outdoors until I was in my early twenties. 
That helped me realize that this work was 
something that I could be excited about 
forever,” says Rae. “If you had asked me a 
couple of years ago what is home, I probably 
would have said it’s the place that I come 
back to at the end of the day or the end of 
a trip. And today, it’s my whole place, my 
whole world.”
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Explorers Circle is made possible 
with the generous support of
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Join the 
adventure  
on a whole  
new level!

Join Explorers Circle today and become a 
partner in National Geographic’s important 
work of empowering the world’s most 
innovative scientists and Explorers to 
inspire, illuminate, and teach.

As a Member of Explorers Circle, you’ll 
have the privilege of meeting National 
Geographic's remarkable storytellers while 
they are visiting us at Arts Commons. You'll 
also help support Arts Commons public 
and student matinee presentations of 
National Geographic Live, engagements that 
inspire thousands of Calgarians (including 
over 8,500 students), and contribute to 
National Geographic’s work in conservation, 
exploration, research, and education.

Join the  Circleartscommons.ca/ 
explorerscircle

Vanessa Arrate with Explorer Vimbai Kumire © Will Young

Nyssa Moore with Explorer Terry Virts © Will Young
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“WE LOVE BEING MEMBERS OF  

EXPLORERS CIRCLE TO EXPRESS 

OUR SUPPORT FOR THIS EXCELLENT  

PROGRAM, AND BECAUSE OUR 

SUPPORT ALLOWS STUDENTS TO 

EXPERIENCE WHAT COULD BE A  

LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCE.” 

~ Maureen Armitage & Shane Matthews, 
Explorers

“I RECOMMEND JOINING 

EXPLORERS CIRCLE BECAUSE IT 

IS A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY 

TO MEET EXPLORERS, WHILE 

SUPPORTING NATIONAL 

GEOGRAPHIC AND ARTS COMMONS 

IN THE WORK THEY DO TO GIVE 

BACK TO THE COMMUNITY.”  

~ Ken Havard, Engagement Sponsor

National Geographic Live Student Matinee © Alex Bonyun

© Joel Sartore



BD&P, a proud  
supporter of the arts

Encore!
bdplaw.com

Ledge Gallery
Lightbox Studio
Windows Gallery
+15 Galleries
Broadcast Lab
+15 Soundscape 

Complete your trip 
with a visit to our galleries.

OPEN 
TO THE 
PUBLIC

FREE

VISIT VIRTUALLY 
artscommons.ca/3D 

Saskatchewan Mining and Minerals 
proudly supports National Geographic 
Live, a speaker series that introduces 
new ideas, amazing sights and 
behind-the-lens perspectives.

saskatchewanminingandminerals.com

Explorers help us 
find the future.



 

© Will Young

 

PROUD SUPPORTER 
OF THE ARTS

CLEANING
FOR HEALTH

KEEPING YOUR FACILITIES
CLEAN AND SAFE

 

ANIMAL WELFARE | SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH | EDUCATION

Swiftsure Foundation is proud to support 
Arts Commons Presents’ presentation  
of National Geographic Live, that drives 
impact by featuring Explorers that drive 
new knowledge, advance new solutions, 
and inspire positive transformative change.

Make your event 
spectacular!

Book one of our venues today! 
artscommons.ca/rentals
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Title Sponsor,  
BD&P World Stage

Sponsor,  
Thermal Energy Solution

Title Sponsor,  
PCL Blues

Sponsor, Explorers Circle 
Sponsor, VIP Receptions, 
Classic Albums Live & 
National Geographic 
Live   

Student Engagement
Sponsor,  
National Geographic 
Live

Supporting Sponsor, 
BD&P World Stage  
and TD Jazz 

Gifts from the  
Arts Commons 
Endowment Fund & 
Calgary International 
Children's Festival Fund

Pandemic Recovery 
Program, Phase 3

Partner, 
Steinway & Sons 
Hamburg Grand Piano

Sponsor,  
EXPLORE National  
Geographic, 
National Geographic  
Live

Naming Sponsor, 
TD Incubator

Title Sponsor,  
TD Amplify Cabarets

Title Sponsor, 
TD Jazz

Corporate Sponsors and Foundation Partners

Government Operating/Program Support

Arts Commons is where audiences, artists, and organizations can experience excellence on stage 
and behind the scenes: in our many programs for children, teachers, and aspiring artists; for the 

companies that call Arts Commons home; and to the hundreds of community-based organizations 
that depend on our support and facilities. We wish to express our sincere appreciation to the 

following corporations, foundations and government agencies that provide the support that 
makes it possible for Arts Commons to contribute to the social, economic, cultural, and 

intellectual life and well-being of our community. 

Supporting Sponsor, 
BD&P World Stage

Norreen Baker Fund at Calgary Foundation 
 Supporting Partner, 
 ConocoPhillips Hub for Inspired Learning

Presenting Sponsor,  
National Geographic 
Live

Naming Sponsor,  
ConocoPhillips  
Hub for Inspired 
Learning

Canadian Heritage 
 Canada Arts Presentation Fund 
 Canada Cultural Spaces Fund 
 Emergency Support Fund for Cultural, 
   Heritage and Sport Organizations 
 Support for Worker in Live Arts and 
   Music Fund

Infrastructure Canada 
 Healthy Communities Initiative

Canada Revenue Agency 
 Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy 

Concept to Realization 
 Digital Now

Alberta Culture and Status  
of Women 
 Stabilize Program

Alberta Labour and Immigration 
 Alberta Jobs Now 

Community Support 
Organizations Operating Funding  
 Program

Community Services 
 Civic Partners Infrastructure Grant 
   Program 
 Civic Partners Operating Grant 
   Program 
 Emergency Resiliency Fund, Phase 2 
 Municipal Stimulus Program 
 

Student Engagement 
Sponsor, 
National Geographic 
Live

Please note that only contributions of $10,000 or more are listed above. For a complete list of corporate, foundation and government supporters of Arts Commons, please visit 
our website at artscommons.ca. To inquire about becoming a supporter of Arts Commons, please contact Kate Monaghan at 403-294-7497 or kmonaghan@artscommons.ca.

Naming Partner, 
RBC Emerging 
Visual Artists  
Program

Sponsor,  
Education Program

BluWater Partner, 
National Geographic 
Live

Corporate Sponsors and  
Foundation Partners cont'd

Sponsored Good or Services

Partner, Indigenous  
Mediation Initiative

Great Events Catering 
 Sponsor, Founders Circle 
 Sponsor, VIP Receptions, TD Jazz

Postmedia 
 Media Sponsor

Salon Fine Catering & Events  
Sponsor, VIP Receptions 
BD&P World Stage

Media Sponsor
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HONOURARY 
MEMBERS
Dr. Martha Cohen, 
CM, LLD 
(in memoriam)

Sandra LeBlanc
Vera Swanson, OC 
(in memoriam)
FOUNDERS - 
PLATINUM TIER
Anonymous - 1
David & Roxanne 
Dunlop
R. Scott & Lesley 
Hutcheson
Rodney & Karen 
McCann
James & Janice 
Morton
 

Margo & Brant 
Randles
David & Betty Smith
FOUNDERS - 
GOLD TIER
Anonymous - 1
Jeff & Michele Boyd
Greg & Alexa Kudar
Jim & Lesley 
Laycraft 
Brian Mills & 
Susan Tyrrell
Henry Sykes, QC 
& Molly Naber-Sykes

Maureen Williams
FOUNDERS - 
SILVER TIER
Anonymous - 2
Glen & Brenda 
Andrews

Colleen & Norm 
Dickson
Greg Epton & 
Greg Robertson
Ken Havard
Neil & Sue Huckle
Tasha Komery 
& John Hiebert
Maureen Mannix
Roderick & Jean 
McKay
John & Susan 
McWilliams
Chima Nkemdirim
Randy & Luba 
Pettipas
Stuart & Vicki Reid
Alex & Aliza Sarian
C.A. Siebens
Sandra Stevens 

Roderick Villanueva 
& Jennifer 
Kingsbury
Leianne Vye-Rogers 
& Greg Rogers 
Norma & Ron 
Westcott
Wilde Family
BENEFACTORS
Anonymous - 1
Colin & Wendy 
Anderson
Leslie Biles & 
Robert Armstrong
Dennis & Cheryl 
Cornelson
Fern Cyr
Kaija Dirkson
Leigh-Ann Duke  
& Rob Nipp

Michael & Jo-Ann 
Glover
Corey Hallisey
John & Nadine 
Harder
Andrea Hopps 
& Michael Mezei
Jennifer Johnson 
& Trev Habekost
Dr. Patricia 
Kostouros & Dr. 
Kenneth Barabash
Arun & Roopa Lakra
Alex MacWilliam
Christina & Paul 
Marlett
M. Ann McCaig
James Midwinter 
& Pamela Weber
Kate Monaghan

Joe & Judy Osinski
Dr. Jeremy Quickfall
Mike & Mireille 
Robinson
Holly Schile & 
David Nielsen
Bernie Slogotski 
& Thedra Hunt
Alane Smith
Marg Southern
Paul & Tulien 
Thurston

ENGAGEMENT 
SPONSORS
Michel Bourque & 
Bryan Clarke 
Building the Photo Ark 
by Joel Sartore 

Doug Flaig & 
Helen Timmons 
Secret Life of Bears 
by Dr. Rae Wynn-Grant

Ken Havard 
When Women 
Ruled the World 
by Dr. Kara Cooney

Jana & Bryan 
de Lottinville  
When Women 
Ruled the World 
by Dr. Kara Cooney

James & Janice 
Morton 
Secret Life of Bears 
by Dr. Rae Wynn-Grant

TRAILBLAZERS
Alex & Aliza Sarian

EXPLORERS
Anonymous - 1 
Maureen Armitage 
& Shane Matthews
Caroline Barham
Simon & Sandra 
Barker
Cabra Consulting 
Ltd.
Holly Clark &  
Jon Handforth
Antony, Kathleen 
& Alexander Deakin

Colleen & Norm 
Dickson
David, Roxanne 
& Lochlan Dunlop
Greg Epton & 
Greg Robertson
Derrick Finney
Barb Gosling 
& Derek Small
Janine LaBossiere
Joel Lipkind & Sally 
Sprague-Lipkind
Maureen Mannix

Beverly & Gavin 
Matthews
Brian Mills 
& Susan Tyrrell
Jordan & Nyssa 
Moore
Don Surphlis 
& Peggy Smigarowski 
Joyce Warren 
& Vanessa Arrate

The arts inspire, enlighten, and entertain. We are grateful to the following members 
of Founders Circle that support our work in performance, learning, and community 
engagement. Enriching the lives of Calgarians through the arts and championing our city’s 
artists, young people, resident companies, and underrepresented communities, is our 
shared aspiration.

National Geographic Live drives impact by featuring an international community of 
Explorers: leading scientists, educators, storytellers, conservationists, technologists, 
photographers, filmmakers, and many other changemakers, that drive new knowledge, 
advance new solutions, and inspire positive transformative change. We are grateful to 
the following members of Explorers Circle that help Arts Commons present National 
Geographic Live, which offers unparalleled content and inspiration for student and 
public audiences.

Please note that only gifts of $1,000 or more are listed above. For a complete list of individual donations, please visit our website at artscommons.ca. To inquire  
about becoming a member of Founders or Explorers Circle, please contact Meaghan Underhill at 403-294-7497 or munderhill@artscommons.ca.
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TICKETS, LOCATION,  
& HOURS

Now is 
the time to 
subscribe
Our season subscription packages offer 
arts lovers the easiest way to dive back 
into live performance and get the biggest 
bang for their buck.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY and take advantage 
of exclusive benefits. Your subscription 
package includes:

•  A full season of the best international and 
Canadian talent for one great price! 

• Front of the line notifications when hot 
new shows are rolling into town 

• Guaranteed seats year after year 

• Promotional discounts and special offers 
throughout the season 

• Zero risk with our relaxed cancellation 
policy 

• The joy of supporting local art and artists

A single night 
(or afternoon) 
out of the house
We are ready to safely welcome you 
back into our home – so you can feel 
confident leaving your own. Whether 
for a mind-blowing concert or mind-
expanding speaker, here’s how you can 
make an event out of your Arts Commons 
Presents show.

• Visit nearby top culinary destinations in 
downtown Calgary 

• Hear local musicians in the pre-show 
entertainment at many of our concerts 

• Complete your experience by visiting our 
visual and media arts galleries

There are many 
ways to buy

All speakers, artists, dates and programs subject to change. 

Book online  
or by phone
Our website never closes!

Visit artscommons.ca or  
call 403-294-9494 (hours of operation 
on the next page) to book now.
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OUR LOCATION

Our address is 205 8th Ave SE.  
Our main entrance is located on 
Stephen Avenue, one block east  
of the Calgary Tower and across  
from Olympic Plaza.

 
 
ACCESSIBILITY

All Arts Commons venues offer 
wheelchair accessibility and 
wheelchair seating. Please phone 
ahead so we can accommodate 
your needs.

GETTING HERE BY LRT

Calgary’s LRT (light rail transit)  
service has a station one block  
north of Arts Commons.

 
GETTING HERE BY CAR

Arts Commons offers underground 
parking. Enter off Macleod Trail 
between 9th and 8th Avenues.

$6  EVENINGS & WEEKENDS

Other parking options include:

Civic Plaza Parkade

TELUS Convention Centre

Palliser Square (access Arts 
Commons via the +15 network)

Surface parking lots in the 200,  
300 and 400 blocks on the south 
side of 9th Avenue SE

P2
P1

P3

P4 P5

BY PHONE: 
403-294-9494

ONLINE: 
artscommons.ca

IN PERSON AT  
OUR BOX OFFICE: 
225 8th Avenue SE 
Mon–Sat: 10am–6pm 
Sun & Holidays: 
Closed

Book Online or by Phone!

P1

P2

P3

P4

P5



GET YOUR  

TICKETS TODAY!

artscommons.ca/presents

BY PHONE: 
403-294-9494

ONLINE: 
artscommons.ca

Arts Commons  
205 - 8th Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta  Canada  T2G 0K9

Follow us #acpresents  @yycARTS

See the 
2021-22 
Season of 
Arts Commons 
Presents here.

LIVE SHOWS  ARE BACK!

© Joel Sartore

PUBLISHED BY 
Arts Commons © Copyright 2022

IN PERSON AT  
OUR BOX OFFICE: 
205 8th Avenue SE 
Mon–Sat: 10am–6pm 
Sun & Holidays: 
Closed


